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from the little steamer, next while working her way southward over the ice fields against the wind, then near at hand at the edge of the ice9 and finally while she was being towed in the air and through the water after our intentional descent into the sea.
Captain Isachsen and his skipper. Captain Hermansen of the Norwegian navy, told us they had never had any faith in the airship method of reaching the Pole; "but when we saw the America so swiftly and majestically sailing straight northward from Spitzbergen we changed our minds and realized that with a little luck you were sure to get there."
I wish to make public acknowledgment of tiie splendid service these Norwegian sailors rendered us, and to thank them for it. Also to add that the little luck we had was of the wrong sort.
Our two voyages by airship over the Arctic Sea had in nowise diminished our confidence in the practicability of our plan. The second voyage, in particular, reassured us. The airship itself was all right. But for the accident to the auxiliary device, the equilibrator, due to an undetected flaw in the leather, the America might easily have reached the Pole or its vicinity in from 25 to 30 hours after we left Spitzbergen.
In our three campaigns and two voyages we had learned much; and we were so determined